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ANNUAL REPORT HIGHLIGHT

The 2024 Annual Meeting is scheduled Saturday, Aug. 3,
at New Beginnings Church of God near Meadville. The
drive-thru will open at 9 a.m. and close at noon, and the
business meeting will begin promptly at 11 a.m. Send
your reservations to info@northwesternrec.com or call
800-352-0014. Members must be present during the
drive-thru to receive the annual meeting gift.
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You may recall the back-to-back weekend
outages we experienced in March and
April of last year when two different
storms blew through our service territory,
wreaking havoc on the entire system. The
first storm exceeded a long-standing
record for broken poles by 28 – a record
that was set during the 1985 tornadoes.

Our guys had just finished cleaning up
from that storm when a short but
devastating storm knocked power out for
13,000 of our 17,000 memberships the
very next weekend. Again, crews worked
around the clock throughout the weekend
and into the following week to restore
power. Norb “Norbie” Adam was one of
those linemen.

Norbie, a crew chief at the time, was set
to retire on April 3, which happened to be
the Monday following the second storm.
Long before the storms occurred, Norbie’s
retirement cake celebration was planned
for 3 p.m. April 3. Other retirees were
invited to the co-op to help celebrate with
Norb, who had more than 47 years of
service to the cooperative – one of the
longest reigns in co-op history.

But when 3 p.m. rolled around, Norb was
not eating cake with his fellow retirees –
he was out in the field with the rest of the
linemen working to restore service to
those who remained without power. And
he was still out in the field after 5 p.m.,
when we finally got him to call it quits.

Please bear with us as we share a story about one of our linemen from last year. It’s a short
story but delivers a powerful message regarding the level of commitment our linemen have
for the members.

OUR CO-OP STRIVES FOR SERVICE EXCELLENCE

EXECUTIVE REPORT

We see this exemplary service to the
members in all the linemen. It is simply the
cooperative way – passed down from
generation to generation. Thank you,
Norbie, for your years of service. (For
those who may be wondering, Norbie was
finally able to enjoy his retirement cake
with friends and family a few days later.)

The members in the Oil Creek and
Centerville area were hit the hardest by
both storms mentioned earlier. They
remained without power for several days
until our power supplier, FirstEnergy (also
hit hard by these storms), was able to
repair the transmission line that feeds the
two substations.

We have been trying to find ways to
improve our service reliability in eastern
Crawford County for several years. The
Centerville (CT) substation is linked
directly to our Oil Creek (OC) substation. If
the OC sub goes offline, so does the
entire CT sub.

It has taken years of negotiations and
assistance from Allegheny Electric
Cooperative, Inc., our generation and
transmission cooperative, but we were
able to finalize a plan with FirstEnergy last
fall. FirstEnergy has agreed to build a new
transmission line off Route 8 that will feed
our CT substation. This new delivery point
will not only serve the CT sub but will also
allow our switching technology to pick up
the entire OC sub during outages.



Members in eastern Crawford County will
see a tremendous improvement in service
reliability. Planning has already begun, and
construction is expected to begin later
this year.

This project will require an investment
from the cooperative. To help offset much
of the cost, we have submitted a grant
application to the Pa. Department of
Environmental Protection. Regardless of
the grant outcome, Northwestern REC is
financially sound and is prepared for this
project. None of these future
expenditures have impacted our rates.

In 2023, we did see a significant increase
to our service availability charge. That
increase was necessary to cover the
tangible expenditures we face to ensure
you have power at the flip of a switch.
Expenditures such as poles, wire,
transformers, fleet maintenance,
gasoline, and so on – costs that occur
whether you use any electricity or not.

It should come as no surprise to you that
we have experienced overwhelming
increases to the cost of these tangible
items. For instance, the cost of PVC pipe
went up more than 400% in 2022. As a
rural electric distribution cooperative, we
have fewer members per mile to recover
these expenses than our investor-owned
counterparts.

Despite the $15 increase to our service
availability charge last year, we have not
raised the demand or kilowatt-hour (kWh)
charge since 2008. That rate remains
$0.10104 per kWh. Our typical residential
member averages around 900 kWh per
month, and a total utility bill of $136
(including the service availability charge).
That same customer on our local investor-
owned-utility lines pays $182 (including
their basic monthly charge).

Our co-op strives for service excellence,
both as your electric provider and “go-to”
for energy-related information. We hope President & CEO

Ryan Meller

you see value in your co-op membership,
just as we value you as our member. We
encourage you to review this annual
report at your leisure and join us on
Saturday, Aug. 3, for the 88th annual
meeting at New Beginnings Church of God
on Leslie Road near Meadville.

If you can’t attend the annual meeting in
person, feel free to call us at 800-352-
0014 or send us your questions ahead of
time to info@northwesternrec.com. The
meeting will stream live on Facebook or
YouTube.

Thank you for always being People We Can
Count On.

Board Chair
Lisa Chausse
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2024
ANNUAL MEETING

Please take note that the 88th annual
meeting is on Saturday, Aug. 3, at New
Beginnings Church of God on Leslie Road
near Meadville. Members are asked to
enter the drive from Shartle Road and exit
on Leslie Road.

You must be present during the drive-thru
to receive the annual meeting gift. Send
questions to info@northwesternrec.com
or call us at 800-352-0014.

We will be accepting non-perishable food
donations to distribute to the local food
pantries. 

Saturday, Aug. 3, at New Beginnings Church of God
Business Meeting begins at 11 a.m.
Drive-thru opens at 9 a.m. and ends at noon.

We are guided by the following principles:

NEW THIS YEAR OUR 7 CO-OP PRINCIPLES

Voluntary & Open Membership

Democratic Member Control

Member Economic Participation

Autonomy & Independence

Education & Training

Cooperation Among Cooperatives

Concern for Community
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CO-OP 2023
DATA REPORT
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NORTHWESTERN RURAL ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE ASSOC., INC. & SUBSIDIARIES

CONSOLIDATEDFINANCIAL STATEMENTS

December 31, 2023 and 2022

CONSOLIDATED
BALANCE SHEETS

Years Ended December 31, 2023 and 2022

CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT
OF REVENUE AND EXPENSES



NORTHWESTERN RURAL ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE ASSOC., INC. & SUBSIDIARIES

CONSOLIDATEDFINANCIAL STATEMENTS

Years Ended December 31, 2023 and 2022
CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF EQUITIES

Where your co-op dollar was spent in 2023
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YOUR CO-OP AT A GLANCE
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KNOW THE NOMINEES
Candy Hendricks Brundage was born and raised in Punxatawney. After graduating
from high school in 1985, she discovered her love for criminal justice while
working as a legal secretary at the Law Offices of Ferraro and Young.

In 1992, she entered the Pennsylvania State Police Academy in Hershey.
Brundage enjoyed 25 1/2 years as a Pennsylvania State Trooper, First Class
working in the Troop E, Erie area, which covers Franklin, Warren, Meadville, Girard
and Erie. She worked several units including patrol, crime, vice and gaming
enforcement. She received a bachelor’s degree in criminal justice from
Mercyhurst University, graduating summa cum laude in 2010.

During her service to the Commonwealth, Brundage spent 20 years as secretary
for Swanson Memorial Lodge #48. Since retiring as a trooper, Brundage has been
working part time as a library assistant for the Corry Public Library.

 Brundage and her husband, Todd, live on co-op lines in the Corry area.

District 3 Incumbent
Candy Brundage

Kevin R. Cox was nominated for Northwestern REC’s District 5 seat in April 2024.
He will be replacing Kathryn Cooper-Winters, who decided to retire after this term.

Cox is currently a partner with a private wealth management team. He received a
bachelor’s degree in political science from the University of Pittsburgh and his
MBA from Cleveland State University.

Since becoming a member of Northwestern REC several years ago, Cox has taken
an active role in its governance. He has previously volunteered on the Member
Panel for Director Elections and looks forward to serving the entire membership as
a member of the co-op board of directors.

During his spare time, Cox enjoys spending time with his children, Benjamin and
Catarina. He currently resides on co-op lines in the Cambridge Springs area.

District 5 Nominee
Kevin R. Cox

Lanny Rodgers retired as a regional manager for the Pennsylvania State
Employees’ Retirement System. He served in the United States Marine Corps
from 1962 to 1966. Rodgers served as director of the Franklin YMCA from 1992
to 1994.

Rodgers was first elected to the board of directors of Northwestern REC in 2000.
He has served as vice president for four years and on the member ACRE
committee. He formerly served as the Pennsylvania board representative to the
National Rural Electric Cooperative Association. Rodgers is also a Credentialed
Cooperative Director and has attained the Board Leadership Certificate
designation.

Rodgers and his wife, Georgia, have two children, five grandchildren and have
resided in the Carlton/Cochranton area for more than 30 years.

District 10 Incumbent
Lanny Rodgers
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www.NorthwesternREC.com
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22534 State Hwy. 86,
Cambridge Springs, PA 16403
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Friday, August 23, 2024 at the
Crawford County Fair

Small Freezer with a ¼ cow & ¼ pig

Large Freezer with a ½ cow & ½ pig

Small Freezer with a ¼ cow & ¼ pig

MEAT RAFFLE
1 Ticket for $5 or 3 Tickets for $10

2024

GRAND 
PRIZE:

SECOND 
PRIZE:
THIRD 
PRIZE:

NorthwesternREC.com 1-800-352-0014
P.O. Box 207; 22534 Hwy. 86 Cambridge Springs, PA 16403

All meat will be
purchased during

the 4H Auction.

Free delivery within a 60 mile radius.

Friday, Aug. 23, 2024 at the

-

,


